The antibiotic A40926is a complex of three main factors, designated A (1), B (2) and Bl (3) in Fig. 1 , which are produced by Actinomadura sp. ATCC397271>2). A similar complex of antibiotics was also found in the broths of Actinomadura parvosata ATCC 534633).
Factors A, B and Bl have a core glycopeptide structure with an aminoglucuronyl sugar acylated with «-undecanoic, 10-methylundecanoic and «-dodecanoic acids, respectively.
Some microbial transformations of glycopeptide anti- showing Rt 7.4minutes. The broth was harvested after 192hours of incubation when about 80% of A40926 complex was transformed. The pool of glycopeptide antibiotics was recovered from the supernatant by adsorption to sepharose-D-alanyl-D-alanine affinity resin8) and, after washing with 0.1 m Tris-HCl pH 7 buffer, was eluted with 1%NH4OH. The eluates were brought to pH 3.5 with H2SO4to precipitate the remaining unaltered A40926 factors and teicoplanin. The supernatant contained deacyl A40926 which was then purified by a second round of adsorption at neutral pHto sepharose-D-alanyl-D-alanine resin8), washing with distilled water, and elution with 1% NH4OHand lyophilization. 4 shows UVabsorption maxima at 282 and 300nm at neutral and basic pH, respectively, which are characteristic of the glycopeptide chromophore. The main *H NMRassignments were made (Table 1) . They show that the fatty acid 0.8~2.0ppm signals of the A40926 factors were not present in the deacyl A40926 whereas its core structure was not modified (Table 1) . The MWof 1548, determined by FAB-MS,in agreement with the molecular formula C71H66N8O2C12of 4. Compound4 was less active in vitro than the A40926 complex against Gram-positive bacteria and Neisseria gonorrhoeae (Table 2 ) and was less efficacious in protecting mice infected with Streptococcus pyogenes L49.
The ED50 of 4 was 2.33mg/kg as compared with 0.35 mg/kg for A40926 complex. The products were administered subcutaneously once, immediately after infection as described by Berti et al9).
A. teichomyceticus ATCC 31121 can also deacylate aridicin6), but not teicoplanin, its own product. Among other producers of glycopeptide antibiotics that we tested, Actinoplanes missouriensis ATCC233421O) and Actinoplanes sp. NRRL 388411} were able to deacylate the A40926 factors, whereas various Nocardia, Actinomadura, Micromonospora, Kibdelosporangium, Streptomyces strains did not. Actinoplanes utahensis NRRL12052, which is not a producer of glycopeptide antibiotics, but has been used to deacylate other classes of antibiotics12'1^, was unable to deacylate A40926. 
